13TH ANNUAL OPEN HOUSE

MAY 19, 2007 SATURDAY

9AM TO 4PM

You are Invited to Attend our

Open House
and Perkasie Olde Towne’s

“Hot Ribs / Cool Jazz” celebration

lMore information on page 3 |

iSPREADING THE WORD

I

I

I

| Everyone knows that spending quality time with a kid is the greatest |
| gift you can give them. Sharing your appreciation for collector cars is|a |
Igreat way to nurture their interest in a hobby that you can enjoy together |
for many years to come.
I Hopefully one day you will find yourself with an eager companion in |
|y0ur garage, soaking up your knowledge and years of experience in this |
| exciting hobby. You may even find your own enthusiasm invigorated| as |
I

you watch the development of young,

TAKE A wide-eyed interest in the hobby you have enjoyed for years. Talk a?Eut
_ @ an opportunity to bond with a kid; this may be your best chance! WHile a

/ youngster’s music choices and video games may be alien to you, their
r\J ar interest in a Jaguar, AC, Bentley, or MG may be right up your alley. |And

“vo A every time a youngster helps to apply a coat of wax, change a set of bIake
OW shoes, install a new tail lamp lens, or perform a simple tune-up, they will

begin to experience a growing sense of pride and accomplishment. |
ARMO

sz | WWW. TakeAKid ToACarShow.com

(Continued on page ZI)



(Continued from page 1)

Teaching a youngster to appreciate somethingfps
special as a collector car is a terrific way to commugi-
cate strong values of respect for all things, to help

ture. They will quickly learn positive ways to expresg
themselves, perhaps even with a special car that
matches their own personal style.

Two ways to provide the spark that begins a lifg
long appreciation is to ‘Take a Kid to a Car Show’ (
as the article to the right shows, bring the car show
the kids.

Get together with members of your local club,
contact a nearby school and put on a history or art
science related demonstration where the kids can
from an enhanced experience. It's like a field trip
without leaving the school grounds!

As the summer driving season approaches plaj
take kids you know for rides in your special car. Yo
own kids, grand-kids, nieces and nephews. And dq
forget your kid’s friends and neighbors. Let them s¢
your enthusiasm and experience the thrill of top-da
rides and the envious looks of spectators as you ciji
along.

Spend a morning at some of the shows or eve
listed in our ‘Events Calendar’ on pages 7 and 8.
They’ll have the opportunity to see many different ¢
in a beautiful setting and meet the unique people
own and enjoy them!

Let’s encourage a younger generation to enjoy our
as much as we do. It's win-win for everybody!
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{ "‘v Some of you may have been following the many different discussions
- ¥ concerning the effect of the reduction of ZDDP levels in some new engine ails.
° <www.Inengineering.com/oil.htmlis an excellent source of more information.

The concerns are specifically about the effect on flat-tappet engines such as those in
most of our Olde British Cars and some of the newer ones like the Morgan Plus 8. These
engines use flat-faced cam followers (tappets in the UK, lifters in the USA). Because the
cam and the flat face of the cam follower slide past each other the surfaces can be
subject to marginal lubrication and subsequent scuffing under some conditions, especially
during initial break in.

Recently many of the oil companies have been cutting back on the use of Zinc and
Phosphorus (as ZDDP or zinc dialkyl dithiophosphate) as anti-wear additives since it has
been learned that reducing ZDDP is a means of extending catalytic converter life - mainly
driven by environmental/cost of ownership/reliability concerns.

Cars have had catalytic converters since the mid-70’s, and | do not remember many
cats being failed for poor performance until the mileage was pretty high - over 100,000
miles. Not that our cars that have cats - XJ-series Jaguars, late MGBs, TR-7s & 8s, Lotus
Esprits, Morgan +8s, etc - couldn’t achieve 100,000 miles, but not many of them were
used that much.

So, the trade-off is using oil with ZDDP and ruining the catalyst - a repair costing
several hundred dollars - after 100,000 miles. Or using an oil with reduced ZDDP and
wiping out the cam and tappets - a repair costing several thousand dollars.

We at Ragtops & Roadsters do not think that the reduction in ZDDP levels is as much
a problem as it has been made out to be. Considering the fact that it works by forming a
bond with the metal surface would indicate that in most cases the ZDDP level is more
related to the length of time that it has been used in the engine.

There are some oils that still contain sufficient levels of ZDDP including Kendall GT
Pennsylvania oils and Mobil 1 synthetic oil. Ragtops & Roadsters will continue to
recommend Castrol GTX 20W-50 for use in most of the cars we service. We also use and
recommend GM Engine Oil Supplement (pn 1052367) for fresh engine rebuilds and
during the initial break-in period.

- Evan Esa
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Some shows are not so good,
some are good and some are GREAT!
This year's 12" Annual Amelia Island
Concours was one for the record
books. This year's theme was The
Great Road Races; the Mille Miglia,
Targa Florio and Carrera Panamerica
and the brave drivers that ran in these
events.

Last fall, Bill Warner and | met at
Hershey. He remembered that we
attended the 2003 event with our Triumph Italia 2000. That show was a washout with heavy rains
and many cars that year never made it out of their trailers. Being invited to be part of this event a
second time was an honor. We accepted and with some additional work on the car; new exhaust,
rear brakes and replacing some dried out rubber we were once again in show condition! All was
looking good to show at Amelia.....

Upon arriving and registering, it was easy to see this was going be a wonderful event. Parked
outside the Ritz Carlton a crowd was gathering around the new McLaren Mercedes, it looks fast
just sitting still! Inside, at the registration desk, was David Hobbs greeting Sir Sterling Moss, the
First Honoree at the very first Amelia Island Concours, back for an encore.

On Friday we set off for the Porsche Driving Experience at the Mayport Naval Air Station for
lunch and a ride with Vic Elford. Mr. Elford, now 78 years young, was thrashing a new Twin Turbo
Porsche through it's paces down the closed-off 8000 foot main runway. After the rocket-like

acceleration Mr. Elford, the Porsche, and
yours truly, made every gate. Before we
started he said that he would warn me upon
the start of the braking demonstration. As |
looked over to see the speedometer, cresting
165 MPH, he yelled NOW. In less than 2-3
seconds our speed was reduced to a mere 70
MPH to navigate a sweeping left hand turn
and the next set of pylons. It has been said
that once you’ve had the Porsche Experience
it will ruin the ride in your own car; as for me |
am now thinking of how to get my hands on a
new Porsche...a very impressive ride indeed!

(Continued on page €

—
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Continued from page &

On Saturday | attended a
talk that was billed as “The Great
Road Races”. Presented by GM,
Bill Warner and his team had
assembled a group of drivers
that will never be repeated again.
Upon entering the hall | was
pleased to see wining cars from
all of the aforementioned events
as well as a couple of bikes for
the Isle of Man TT . David
Hobbs and Sam Posey served
as the commentators. The panel
members to be interviewed were

Alain DeCadente, Vic Elford,

Brian Redmond, John Surtees, Sir Sterling Moss, Herschel McGriff, and Chris Economaki. Sir
Sterling reflected back on his ‘55 Mille Miglia win as being one of the best of his career and one
of the most challenging. A sister car of the Mercedes-Benz 300SLR was sitting there to his side
as he explained the over-all perfection of the special day where he, and his navigator Denis
“Jenks” Jenkinson, averaged 97.9 MPH for more than ten hours on public roads. Their win of the
1955 Mille Miglia is considered to be one of the best, if not the best ever, sports car endurance
records ever!

On Sunday, 9 AM came one hour earlier as it was
the start of daylight savings time. Upon driving on the
field my head swiveled back and forth with sportscar
overload! Our Italia 2000 was staged next to a
beautiful Austin Healey 100-6 and across from the
Vignale bodied 375 MM Ferrari owned by Bruce
McCaw ( it won best of show). So many wonderful cars
Alfas, Mercedes, Porsches, Jaguar, Delahaye, Ferrari
(at least 4 Vignale bodied cars) a wonderful display of

Corvair prototypes, and of course Rolls Royce, Bentley
and many CCCA cars as the Classic Car Club of America also had a show on Saturday. One car
that stood out to me was a 1957 Cozzi Jaguar (above), a “one off” California built alloy racecar

from a wrecked XK 120 with a custom tubular

chassis. Very forward thinking design for 1957.
As the day ended we assembled three very
different Italias for a picture (right). For a
complete listing of all of this year’s winners go
www.ameliaconcours.org

Of course, the weekend was too short as the
owners packed up their cars and drove off and we
were left with only memories and pictures of the
remarkable cars and people that we met!

As | said, one for the history book...
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2007 Vintage Motorsports Events Calendar

This web-based calendar is a collection of Vintage Motorsport Events including local, regional, national, and concours
shows. Rallies, vintage racing, hillclimbs, and even Sunday Drives, are also included mostly in the mid-Atlantic area of
the United States. Most all of the major British Car Clubs and British Car Events are included with their websites. If
we have missed listing your event please let us know so we may include it next year. We encourage you to look at
each website to find even more local, regional and national events.

5/5 BRITFEST '07, Succasunna,Wdw.mgccnj.org

5/5 The British are Coming! Lewes, Rw.leweschamber.com

5/6 Artistry in Motion Lancaster, Rww.artistryinmotion.org

5/6 18 Annual British Car Meet, Richmond, Vww.richmond-triumph-register.com

5/6 SCCA Sanctioned Road Rally “Get Bust Off”, Kingsville, MDwww.mgsofbaltimore.com

5/5-5/6 Hershey Vintage Hillclimb, Hersh&A www.svvscc.org

5/5-5/6 Rhinebeck Car Show, Rhinebeck, W~;w.rhinebeckcarshow.com

5/6-5/7 Delaware Valley Jaguar Club Sprirgdlyg Binghampton, NYwww.jcha.com
5/10-5/13 H-E-T Eastern Regional Meet, Front &pYA. www.aaca.org

5/17-519 TVR “Out Of The Woodwork” Carlisle, Pww.tvrccna.org

5/18-5/20 Import / Kit Replicar Nationals, Calé, PAwww.carsatcarlisle.com

5/19 Seventh North American Cecil KimBam, Milford, PAwww.mgdriversclub.com
5/19 2% Annual British Motorcar Day, Rome, G&ww.atlantabritishmotorcarday.com
5/19 Ragtops & Roadsters Open House, Perkasie, P#ttp://www.ragtops.com

5/20 18 Annual Auto Show, Princeton, Ndww.princetoncorridorrotary.org

5/20-5/24 HCCP Brass in Bucks County, DoylestoR# www.hcca.org
5/20-5/25 New England 1000, Woodstock, Wilw.vintagerallies.com
5/26-6/3  British Car Week — Drive Your Britistar WeekWww.britishcarweek.org

5/26 DVT The Brits are Back! Ft. Washimyg PAwww.delvaltrs.org

5/27 Hemmings Car Show, Lime Rock P&k www.hemmings.com

6/2 Delaware Valley Jaguar Club ComspRankokas, Ndww.jcha.com

6/2 B Annual Brits on the Bay, Norfolk, VAww.tidewatertriumphs.org

6/2-6/3 Greenwich Concours, Greenwich,W@¥w.greenwichconcours.com

6/3 38 Original British Car Day, Adamstown, MDww.chesapeakechaptermgtclub.com
6/3 British by the Sea, Waterford, @Ww.ctmgclub.com

6/3 Red Mill British Car Day, ClintoNJwww.mgdriversclub.com

6/6 Motorcars Under the Stars, Philalsia, PAwww.ucpphila.org

6/8-6/10 50 Gold Cup Historic Races, VIR, Alton, Vi&ww.virclub.com
6/8-6/10  Eastern US Concours, Bethlehemy®Av.concourseast.org

6/9 “A Touch of England” Ho-Ho-Kus, Mdvw.njtriumphs.org
6/10 Scarsdale Concours, Scarsdalewi¥.scarsdaleconcours.com
6/10 1% Annual British Motorcar Gathering, Hellertown, Rvw.keystonemg.com

6/12-6/16 TRA National Meeting, Geneva, MMvw.triumphregister.com

6/15-6/19 East Coast Lotus Meet, PALS, Southb@ifywww.groups.yahoo.com/group/phillylotus
6/17 SCCA Solo Summer Series, Warminst& www.phillyscca.com

6/17 Eurocar, Lorenzo State Park, CaganNY www.mgcarclub.com/cny
6/22-6/24 Goodwood Festival of Speed, Goodwooddd, UKwww.goodwood.co.uk
6/22-6/25 Le Bella Machina d’ltalia, Skytop, RMvw.italiancarsatpocono.com
6/24-6/29 Austin Healey Conclave, Stowe, Ww.austinhealeyconclave.com
6/28-6/30 Aston Martin Meet, Lime Rock Park Laile, CT www.amoc-na.org

6/28-7/1  Mini Meet East, Alcoa, TMww.mme2007.com

6/29-7/1  SVRA Vintage Grand Prix, Lexingtor] @ww.midohio.com

6/30-7/14 Great Race 2007, departing ConcorddNiewisville TX. www.greatrace.com

716-7/9 Morgan Car Club MOG-36, ShepherdstowV www.morgandc.com

7/6-7/15  Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix, Pittgfh, PAwww.pittsburghvintagegrandprix.com
717-7/8 Giants Despair Hillclimb, Laurel RuPMA www.pahillclimb.org

718 British Invade Gettysburg, Getiysh PAwww.lancomgclub.com

7/13-7/15 Roadster Factory Summer Party, ArmBghyww.the-roadster-factory.com
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2007 Vintage Motorsports Events Calendar

7114 Heart of Bucks, Doylestown, R&vw.heartofbucks.com
7/16-7/20 North American MGB Register, Rohneatk? CAwww.mg2007.0rg
7/17-7/21 Vintage Triumph Register National, glForge, PAvww.vtr2007.com

7120 Shakespeare’s “The Taming of thee®” Center Valley, PAvww.bcclv.com
7/20-7/22 Hemmings Concours, Stratton Mountdih www.hemmings.com

7121 MG/Mini Cup Polo Match & Car ShowWinicum, PAwww.tinicumpolo.org
7121 York County Concours, York, Rdvw.yorkheritage.org

7123-7/27 GT-32 North American MGA Register Matl, Whistler, BGvww.gt32.com
7127-7/29 Vanderbilt Concours d’ Elegance, Nemjpg®l www.newportmansions.org

7128 Delaware Valley Jaguar Club Slal@uoncordville, PAvww.jcna.com

7/29 British Car Show of NE PA, Chind&jlPAwww.bccnepa.com

7/29 Positive Earth Drivers Club AnnBaitish Car Show, Lakewood, Ndww.pedc.org
8/3-8/5 Das Awkscht Fescht, Macungie, Ww.awkscht.com

8/4 Pennypacker Mills British Car D&ghwenksville, PAvww.dvcmg.com

8/5 Meadowbrook Concours, Troy, Mkw.meadowbrookconcours.org

8/7 Rolls Royce Annual Meet, Stevend/d www.rroc.org

8/8 Brits by the Bay, Pasadena, ibw.tracltd.org

8/9-8/12  Austin Healey Encounter 2007, ParasigpNJwww.austin-healey-stc.org
8/10-8/12 British Marque Car Club News TriathMi, Pocono, PAwww.britishmargue.com
8/11-8/12 New Hope Auto Show, New Hope, RAvw.newhopeautoshow.com

8/18 Perkasie Under the Stars, PerkB#ieyww.perkasieoldetowne.org

8/19 Pebble Beach Concours, Pebble Bé&alwww.pebblebeachconcours.net
8/19 Vanderbilt Invitational Concourser@erport, LI NYwww.mgcars.org.uk/mgcclic
8/24-8/27 Lotus Owners Group LOG 27, Aspen,\@@w.lotuscarclub.org

8/26 Day on the Farm, DVC AACA, WorcesfeAwww.aaca.org/dvraaca

8/26 “A Taste of Britain” Polo Match, faville, PAwww.lancomgclub.com

8/31-9/3  SVRA Rolex Vintage Festival, Lime Rdeark Lakeville, CTwww.limerock.com

9/1 Duryea Days, Boyertown, Ré&vw.boyertownmuseum.org

9/7-9/9 Southeastern Gathering of the Falithfark XIV, Hiawassee, GAvww.lbcarco.com
9/7-9/9 SVRA Zippo Vintage Festival, WatkiB$en, NY www.grandprixfestival.com
9/7-9/9 Radnor Hunt Concours, Edgemonty®Av.radnorconcours.org

9/14-9/16 The British Invasion, Stowe, Wiww.britishinvasion.com

9/28-9/30 New York Concours, New York City, Nvw.newyorkcityconcoursdelegance.com

9/15 British Car Show, Delaware City, B#&w.bccdelaware.com

9/16 FALLFEST 07, Moss Motors, Dover, Wdw.mossmotors.com

9/16 Buckingham Concours, Buckingham viRéw.buckinghamautoshow.org
9/16 Jaguar Drivers Club Concours Shoenterport LI, NYwww.jcna.com/clubs
9/16 Hagley Antique Car Show, Wilmingt®E. www.hagley.lib.de.us

9/23 Meeting of the Marques, Boiling Bgs, PAwww.svvscc.org

9/29 MGs on the Rocks, Bel Aire, Mvw.mgsofbaltimore.com

9/29 Autumn Leaf British Car and Bikeo8h Bethlehem, PAvww.bcclv.com
10/5-10/6 VSCCA Lime Rock Finale, Lime Rock Rdrikeville CTwww.vscca.org
10/6 Tinicum Polo Club British Car Festi Tinicum, PAwww.tinicumpolo.org
10/10-10/13 AACA Eastern National Meet, Hershey,W#w.aaca.org

10/13 British Car and Bike Show, Lahadka www.phillymgclub.com

10/14 Hunt Country Classic, Middleburg, Wvw.mgcarclubdc.com

10/19-10/21Euro Auto Festival, Spartensburg v&@v.euroautofestival.com

11/1-11/4 Hilton Head Concours, Hilton Head, \®@w.hhiconcours.com

11/4 Fall Roll- Out Car Show, ReigelkyilPAwww.riegelsvillekiwanis.com
11/5 Guy Fawkes Day!, Milford, Mdvw.shipinn.com
11/18 Before we Put 'Em Away for the WimtBentley Drivers Clulwww.classiccarclub.org
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Remember back in 1961 how the
introduction the new Jaguar E-type set the
automotive world on fire! It was Jaguar’s
first use of a monocoque chassis that created a
car that you stepped into and wore like
expensive leather gloves. It's lower, sleek
lines, complete with glass covered headlamps,
made a statement. It was the car to be seef
in! As time moved forward Jaguar gave us
more interior room both in width and length
to accommodate contemporary style. Then
came the EPA and DOT regulations that
throttled the power, uncovered the headlamps,
increased ride height and eventually created
the big black bumpers on most British Carsin
the middle 70s.

Many enthusiasts today enjoy their Series Il And Series 11l Jagaad while these cars are good
looking in their own right, now they can look more like the Series | with a rehatnest aftermarket
modification. A small German based company has developed a covered headlampydss¢hebbpen
headlamp cars! The conversion takes a good deal of effort and patience, hat vé@tjuire a re-spray of
the bonnet if one is very careful. New sugar scoops, hi-impact covers, mountingquatpkete with
rear service mounts for modern day halogen headlamps are included to givegyauitda Series | look
while meeting today’s lighting expectations! The large over-riders cagpbeced with Euro-spec ones
that complete the picture. Depending on your paint condition, this is where paintmegdibe needed
as some US spec over-riders may have original un-faded paint under them.

Upon completion the
finished product, the covered
headlights , smaller over-
riders, with the Series Il grill,
results in a double take from
the Jaguar cognoscenti. We
believe that these minor
modifications pay tribute to
the Marques original heritage
while allowing the owner to
differentiate his car from the
others.

What do you think?
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Spring Tech Session at
Ragtops & Roadsters

By Dave Hutchison

On Saturday April 7" John Northheimer of
the Universal Tire Company located in Hershey,
PA presented our “Vintage Tire Tech Session”.
Members of the Delaware Valley Jaguar and
Delaware Valley Triumph Clubs attended despite
the threat of a spring snowstorm.

John started with the history of tires, the
invention of the first pneumatic automobile tire
and their development through the years. John
had several samples of tires dating back to the
early 1900’s up to today’s modern day radial. He
explained how tire sizes, both height and width
have changed with the times. The first tubeless
tire came about in a "good year” (no pun
intended!) 1953, the year | was born! Today all
radial manufacturing is automated, while the
manufacture of bias ply tires is still done by hand
and it is a very tedious process, done only by two
manufactures here in the US.

Defining a British Gearhead

Do you spend more time listening to the car noises than the radio?
Do you spend more time listening to the car noises than your partner?

White walls, and their ever-shrinking width
as well as how to read date codes was explained
in great detail. John mentioned that given the
average mileage that we put on our classic cars
tires, most will need to be replaced due to their
age rather than the lack of tread. Due to the
breakdown of the rubber in the tires, most
manufactures recommend that the “safe life” of a
tire is between 8 to 12 years. Using a tire shine
product that contains silicone can further speed
breakdown of the sidewall and is not
recommended. Soap and water will do well!

John explained how proper inflation and
rotation is the key to good wear and he touched
on the recall that Firestone had several years
ago that was mostly due to low air pressure that
results in heat and eventually catastrophic failure
(blowout). Universal Tire is the US distributor for
the Dunlop tires that were fitted on many of the
US bound British Cars in the 60s and 70s.

Many people stayed after the presentation
enjoying coffee, tea and scones from our local
bakery, E’Claires, and of course, to check out our
latest restoration projects!

Have you ever used the domestic oven to heat gearbox or crankcases in ordevemrdinbearings?
Have you ever bought any special tools, unique to one model car only? And used it once?
Have you ever bought a tool because it looked cool and never used it?

Do you possess a set of Whitworth spanners? (Score double for sockets)
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British Car Week

May 26 - June 3, 2007

Sponsored by all British Car Clubs

British Car Week came about 10 years ago
in response to a column by Peter Egan in
Road & Track magazine. In that column
Mr. Egan lamented the absence of vintage
sporting cars on the roads in his
neighborhood.

Since then, British Car Week has been an
ongoing, annual opportunity for all classic
car owners to get together with other
classic car owners in their community,
regardless of geographical origins, and
share stories, answer questions, and
display their cars among those who rarely
get a chance to learn about and appreciate
them. Whether it's a church parking lot,
town square, local restaurant, pub, park,
shopping mall, or car rally, the intent is to
get these cars out of their hiding places
and into public view.

So if you're the owner of a British car, grab
your goggles and driving gloves, and be
sure to top off your dashpots! It's time to
have some fun! If you're not the owner of a
British car...maybe it's time you join us!

See you on the road....

<

British Definitions;

>
>

A muffler is a woolen scarf to keep you warm in winter.
A glass-packis a presentation set of six Crystal d'Arques tdys
tumblers given to you by your aunt Megan at §thras
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

215-257-1202 « FAX 215-257-2688 « www.ragtops.comfe@ragtops.com

RAGTOPS & ROADSTERS 13TH ANNUAL
OPEN HOUSE
MAY 19, 2007 SATURDAY 9AM TO 4PM




To encourage you to participate in this significa
opportunity we have decided to entertain imporiaffers to
purchase this truly wonderful machine.

You'll be very happy
to learn that you still have

a chance to own this

unique British
Automobile.

It is safely stored in
our facility awaiting your
arrival for a test drive

prior to ownership of this|

fine piece of
transportation history.

While the car runs ang
drives wonderfully it is by
Nno means a restored car.

fact, it still needs a bit of
work to make it really solid.
The price is negotiable.

If you're interested,

Call Mike at 215-257-1202
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